[Intra-abdominal hypertension and abdominal compartment syndrome--therapeutic implications].
Abdominal compartment syndrome (ACS) involves progressive uncontrolled increase in intra-abdominal pressure which eventually leads to multi organ failure. Therefore the ability to diagnose and adequately treat ACS is so important in hospital practice. The aim of this paper was to review current data on intra-abdominal hypertension and ACS, with emphasis on practical aspects. The article presents main concepts, symptoms, causes, pathophysiology and diagnosis of abdominal hypertension and abdominal compartment syndrome (ACS). The article also describes the key elements of contemporary strategy of treatment and prevention of the condition.